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Grap~s Grown in a Designated Area of S(,uthea.."tem California and Imported
Tablc Gra.pc~: Proposed Change in Regula1Qry Poriod :
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dcar Dockel Clark:

ExportadQra rrutoom t.tda. oppQses the above refel-enccc:! cnange if! thc effective
date ()fTabJe Gmpe Mark~ting Order 925 and the companion 'rabl6 Grope Jmport
Regulation 4 that will further r~stricl tablc grape~ supplied from Chile Exportadora
l:ruLc;om Ltdu. !$ in the bu$ine~~ of exporting Chilcan agri.;ultural cprnmodities, and ~hips
approximately 1(1.000 of fresh table grapos to the U.S, during tho months of Febury to

April,

Exporladora J-rQtcom \Ada. C()t'Jcur!; with. and incorporales here.in by reference, the
dctailed comments and supporting data submitted by ASOeX, the Chilean Exporters
ASI;()Ciatiol1. Speci (ically., r;xponadora Frutco1l'l Ltds. urges 'the ~ge!1~Y to reject the
proposed change in the regula1.Qry pcri()d becaulie :

2.

The Propos cd Rule imposc~ marketing order $tandatds on Chilean
supplic:) when no dome$tic varietie5 art! available, ahd theret"ore
cOnStitllt~:; U non~tariffbarricr contrary to thc terms pf WTO Agreements
und the U,S.-Chile free Trade AgJ'eemcnt,
The Proposed Rule a~~~'Jscs i"~pcctil)n fees ~~rli\1g 'April) when no
domestic' supplies are being so charged. and thercby violates Article III
and Article Vllr QfOAloT 1994,
The changc in the beginning effcctive datc of Mark~ting Order 925 and
"'able Qrapl: Import Regulation 4 from Aprll 20 to April 1 will have a
direcl r~egatjvl: impact on our bu,~ine~$. EXpOrlildora; FrUlcom Ltda.

3.
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4.

5.

6.

7

8.

9.

Ships 10.000 offt'Osh table grapos to the U.S. from April ~ to April 20. If
the Proposed Rule should be adQpttd, th~ ~timated value :otthe table
grllpes to be ~",cJud.t from $hipm~t i~ US$ 97.560
The Pn:Jposed Rul~ do~ n~ con!lljn any evid\!nce Qf circum...ention by
Chilean table grapes sufficient to Walf8l\t the r>rvposed C~iO.
The change in date from April 20 to April f will ~ an:a.rtIficial
shortage of table glJpes Jince d1~ i$ no ()th~r comm~rclally significant
and ~Iiable supply from any SOU~ other than Chilc. :
The Chllelln ~ supplied from April J to th~ earJI~ cOrnmereially
significant supp!i8$(Jf grapes from CoacpelJa Valley in c.lifomia me~
marketing specifjc.t!Qns &om retail chains that are more s:tring~nt in some
~s~~ than the m~eting order requirements.
The proposed cnan~ cannot be validly bascd on a 20 year-old survey of.
cold ~A)rage practtcas.
The propQsed chanp can not be justified under the ~rlteri. e~lished by
the AMAA for a change In the beiinning effeQtive dat~ o~Markctlng
Oroer 925 or the ~mpanion Table Grape import R~gll!lition 4 in view of
thc re<:crd pri~s ~ived by Coachella V!\lley grow~ in: the last two
seasons.

Rospectfully isubmitted,
I
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